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“| felt a tremendous 
sensation of power. 


And then I switched 


the engine on." 
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For those used to being in the driving seat, the driving seat of the Bentley Turbo R is the 
place to be. It affords a feeling of power that becomes decidedly more tangible when 
the turbo-charged, inter-cooled V8 engine breathes into life, transporting you 


from standstill to one hundred in something under seven seconds. 


And, should you choose to make a takeover bid, you'll find more than enough 
brake horse power at your disposal. Certainly enough to enjoy life in the fast lane. 
Fortunately, stopping is considerably less dramatic, thanks to power braking, 
while revolutionary suspension and interactive power steering allow you to 
manoeuvre with astonishing agility. No wonder so many of the well-heeled 


put their foot down and insist on the Bentley Turbo R. 
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The N.Z.R.R. & B.C. National Rally 
Bernard Pryor reports glowingly on this relaxing 
event in a lovely part of the world 


Continuing the Unbroken Line of Excellence 
The Editor looks at present and future projects of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd, including the way 
ahead for Bentley as hinted at by Concept Java 


Front Cover Photo: 

A striking view of Bentley Concept Java, which was exhibited at the Geneva Motor Show 
in March. Though only a concept vehicle at this stage, intended to gauge the reaction of 
potential customers, it almost certainly points to a future for Bentley as a smaller car 
powered by a smaller but highly efficient, extremely high performance engine. With the 
carbon fibre coupé roof removed, Java becomes a stylish convertible with power- 
operated, fully disappearing hood. Photograph courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 


From the Editor 


John McFarlane 


Members who also belong to our 
American sister Club will already be 
aware of the death earlier this year of one 
of our movement's founding fathers, 
John McFarlane. Together with Sam 
Shoup, John got the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club off the ground in 1951. | 
doubt that either man would have en- 
visaged today's 7,000 member Club. The 
R.R.O.C. in the United States was the 
inspiration for the formation of our own 
Club, using the same name, in 1956. 


Concours decline? 


Despite some recent hand-wringing 
over a decline in Concours participation, 
it will no doubt occasion surprise in some 
quarters that the Victoria Branch 
achieved an attendance of no fewer than 
102 cars at its recent Concours! 

The W.A. Branch Concours was held 
on the same day. Despite a membership 
of barely a hundred, that event reportedly 
attracted in excess of 50 cars! 

See From the Branches this issue for 
evidence of the continuing and growing 
interest in Concours in this Club. 


Ambassadorial Royces 


Further to my Editorial item in 
PRAECLARUM 5-93 under the sub- 
heading New markets tapped itis worth 
mentioning that the Chinese Ambas- 
sador to the United Kingdom, Mr Ma 
Yuzhen, has a Ming Blue Rolls-Royce 
Silver Spur Il. Included among other Far 
Eastern representatives in London who 
use Rolls-Royce or Bentley cars is the 
Japanese Ambassador, Mr Hiroshi 
Kitamura, whose ambassadorial 
transport is not a Lexus or even a Nissan 
President especially imported for the pur- 
pose, but a Bentley Brooklands. 

When the keys to the Chinese 
Ambassador's car were handed over by 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Director of 
U.K. and Pacific Operations, Mr Nigel 
Cornelius, he was able to announce the 
impending delivery of ten Rolls-Royce 
cars to customers in China. These cars 
were built specifically to meet the 
requirements imposed by the conditions 
encountered in mainland China. 


Peninsula Hotel fleet 
The plush Peninsula Hotel in Hong 
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Canadian Roger Hadfield, who, with his wife Eleanor, many members will remember from the 
1992 Gold Rush Tour and Ballarat Federal Rally, was in Australia again recently teaching pilots 
to fly a privately owned DC9. Roger is seen here with the DC9 and Kerry Wherry’s 1957 Bentley 
Continental (BC75BG), of which Roger was fortunate enough to have the use during his stay. 
The Hadfields will join us again in September for the Black Stump run and Toowoomba Rally. 


Kong, which purchased eight Silver 
Shadows in 1971 for the use of its guests 
and has up-dated its fleet five times 
since, has recently taken delivery of nine 


Silver Spur Ills. This is said to have been 
the largest single order ever for Rolls- 
Royce cars and was worth £2,270,000. 
At a special handing over ceremony at 


Branches 


Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the 
Secretary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full 
details of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


September 3-8 


A.C.T. ‘Beyond the Black Stump’ International 


Overlander from Canberra to the Federal Rally in 
Toowoomba, Queensland. 

Members of all Branches invited. 

Departing Sydney September 4. 


September 24-25 


October 23 


W.A. Weekend Wildflower Run. 


N.S.W. Annual Concours d'Elegance. 


Federal 


36th Annual Federal Rally, Toowoomba, 
Queensland. Hosted by the Queensland Branch. 
Post-Rally Whitsunday Coast Tour follows. 


International 


July 26-30 


‘Continuing Elegance on Philadelphia’s Main Line’ 


— the 43rd R.R.O.C. Inc. Annual Meet, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 
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Crewe, the Hon. Michael Kadoorie, 
Chairman of Hong Kong and Shanghai 
Hotels Ltd, made it crystal clear why 
Rolls-Royce cars are preferred by the 
Peninsula: “These are the only motor 
cars that live up to the standards of ex- 
cellence which are associated with one 
of the world’s finest hotels. We take pride 
in the fact that our guests are able to 
enjoy such levels of comfort and security, 
separated from the hustle and bustle of 
the city in aluxurious atmosphere of calm 
and quality that only Rolls-Royce motor 
cars can provide.” 

The distinctive Peninsula Green cars 
are as much a landmark in Hong Kong 
as the hotel itself and were made famous 
by the James Bond film The Man with the 
Golden Gun. 


1934 Olympia Show 


The upper photograph on this page 
was sent by Richard Mann (U.K.) and 
shows the Park Ward stand at the 1934 
British Motor Show, which was held in 
those days at Olympia. Richard wanted 
to know the identity of the streamlined (at 
least from the rear!) Phantom Il to the 
right of the photograph. To answer this 
query, the car is chassis 86SK. Park 
Ward were toying with these sloping- 
backed styles during that period, as can 
be seen also by looking at the Bentley 
31% Litre saloon in the foreground. 

Though it will probably not show up 
clearly here, the PIl is wearing a 
‘kneeling’ type Spirit of Ecstasy. This ver- 
sion of the radiator mascot, which like the 
original was designed by Charles Sykes, 
was introduced in 1934 with the long, low 
coachwork then emerging in mind. It was 
offered as an option and appeared on 
very few Plis. This could well have been 
its first public appearance. 


Custodianship granted 


| am pleased to be able to report a 
happy conclusion to my request in 
PRAECLARUM 1-94 on behalf of a dis- 
tinguished long term visitor to Australia, 
Peter Vacher, for temporary custodian- 
ship of a pre-war Rolls-Royce or Bentley. 

Firstly, U.K. resident A.C.T. Branch 
member John Kennedy offered the use 
of his 1910 Silver Ghost (1425), which he 
keeps in Canberra, for the ‘Wholly Ghost 
Tour’. Then another A.C.T. Branch mem- 
ber, Ralph Mansfield, offered Peter, who 
is now also an A.C.T. Branch member, 
the use of his 1934 Bentley 31 Litre 
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The Park Ward stand at the 1934 Olympi 


aS. 


Show. Bentley 31% Litre (BSOBN) in the 


foreground and Phantom II (86SK) in the right background. The staid, upright lines of the formal 
limousine-bodied Daimler (behind the Bentley) could scarcely have contrasted more with the 


radical styling of the Rolls-Royce. 


(B8CR) for the duration of his 18 month 
sojourn in Canberra. This fine Derby 
Bentley was our front cover car in 
PRAECLARUM 2-87. 

Peter, who himself owns a Derby 
Bentley in addition to three Twenties and 
a Silver Ghost, is well satisfied! 


Napier-Bentley 


Many members expressed enjoy- 
ment of the article “Napier-Bentley” in 
PRAECLARUM 2-94. Only one member 
attached any significance to the fact that 
it appeared in the April issue. “The story 
is so perfect that it is too good to be true, 


suggesting an April 1st origin”, he wrote. 

Oh, ye of little faith! The origins of the 
article are exactly as stated. No guaran- 
tees of its veracity are offered but | do 
guarantee that it was not published as an 
April ist prank. Perhaps somewhere in 
Napier’s dusty archives there lurks proof 
of the story’s authenticity. In the mean- 
time, suffice it to say that the Napier 
company’s intention to take over the 
assets of Bentley Motors and re-enter 
the motor car manufacturing field is a 
matter of known historical fact. 


Martin Bennett 


Another interesting photograph from A.C.T. Branch member Gary Wales of Woodland Hills, 
California, showing his 1947 Bentley Mk VI (B20BH) in a suitably “period” aeronautical setting. 
Members who attended the 1991 A.R.O.C. Inc. National Meet would be familiar with this amazing 
Franay-bodied car, which featured in PRAECLARUM 5-91, including on the front cover. 
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From the Federal President 


Federal correspondence protocol 


In our February issue | commented 
very briefly on the correct channel of 
communication for Federal matters. In 
any organisation like the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia there are al- 
ways proper channels of communication. 
To assist with appreciating these | made 
an attempt to diagramatically illustrate 
the R.R.O.C.A. and Member Branches 
hierarchical structure and this was 
circulated with PRAECLARUM 1-94. 
Obviously, in order to maintain some 
form of regularity a recognisable 
structure needs to exist. 

Each Branch of the R.R.O.C.A. is an 
incorporated body and is autonomous in 
so far as its internal Branch operations 
are concerned. Just as Branch 
correspondence is addressed to the 
Branch Secretary it follows that 
correspondence of a Federal nature 
should be addressed to the Federal 
Secretary, whose responsibility it is to 
see that it is brought to the attention of 
the rest of the Executive to be dealt with. 

Unauthorised circulation of Federal 
business does not aid communication. It 
merely serves to be divisive — particular- 
ly where personalities are concerned. | 
therefore respectfully ask all members to 
take care how they approach any per- 
ceived problems and to bear in mind that 
we are all human beings with normal 
human feelings and frailties. Before rush- 
ing into print please have regard for your 
fellow members and remember that in- 
corporation and insurance are no longer 
the high walls that we could once hide 
behind. 

From the diagram of the Club's 
structure it can be seen that the link 
between the Branches and the Federal 
Executive is through their two Delegates 
to the Federal Council, who are of course 
free to correspond with the Federal! 
Executive at any time through the 
Federal Secretary. This includes any 
queries Delegates might have pertaining 


to the previous Federal Council Meeting. 


International Liaison 


| would like to add to my notes in 
PRAECLARUM 6-93 on this subject. Any 
Branch wishing to invite the participation 
of members of an overseas club in an 
event, whether it be a Federal event 
hosted by the Branch ora Branch event, 
must do so through the Federal 
Secretary. This in no way limits an in- 
dividual member who might wish to invite 
an overseas friend to attend a Club 
activity. However, when a Federal event 
is involved it would be courteous both to 
the visitor and the Club for the Federal 
Secretary to be notified of such an im- 
pending visit. In fact, this is essential so 
that the Club can properly carry out its 
responsibilities in relation to the Federal 
Agreement, the Trademark Agreement 
and insurance. This was discussed and 
duly ratified by the last Federal Council 
Meeting in Wagga Wagga. 


Wholly Ghost Tour 


All members recently received a copy 
of the Inaugural Australian Wholly Ghost 
Tour programme. Members may be as- 
sured that the cost involved will not be 
passed on to the Branches, as is the 
practice with PRAECLARUM. Rather, 
the Tour itself of necessity covered the 
setting up and printing costs of the first 
100 or so copies, which is the costly part. 
Additional copies are proportionately 
much cheaper to print. The Executive 
therefore felt that as a one-off gesture it 
was affordable and would be appreciated 
by members as well as helping them to 
understand what these events are all 
about. 

Whilst within our ranks some con- 
cerns have been expressed about 
special-interest tours run by the Silver 
Ghost Association in conjunction with the 
R.R.O.C. and by the Australian chapter 
of the 20-Ghost Club (which is in any 
case a separately constituted body), your 
Executive took care to consult the 
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Branches for a mandate to continue the 
Wholly Ghost Tour in the future. This was 
given prior to the Echuca Tour. 

It needs to be accepted that the older 
cars need special considerations. Be- 
cause of distance in Australia many of us 
take our younger Proper Cars to Federal! 
Railies but would love to have a more 
centrally located Tour once a year for our 
older cars. The Silver Ghost Association, 
which is a U.S.-based organisation, 
caters only for Silver Ghosts. We must be 
careful to strike a balance between not 
overdoing these special-interest events 
to the exclusion of our more modern cars 
and ensuring that the interests of owners 
of older cars are promoted so that the 
cars are preserved and kept on the road. 
Moreover, the enthusiasm generated 
could well attract more early cars to our 
Federal Rallies. 

At our Federal Rallies much of the 
focus goes on the Concours. Older cars, 
unless recently fully restored or excep- 
tionally original don't stand much chance 
in the judging process. Thus for the 
longer distances, such as to Toowoomba 
this year, for me to take my Silver Ghost 
(a non-concours car) is not practical in 
terms of cost, time and energy (the 
preparation of old cars for such journeys 
is hard work). So for some Rallies | take 
my alternative car. We have many dual 
and multiple car owners in our ranks and 
with many of them itis sometimes neces- 
sary that convenience rules. As the years 
add up this dilemma increases, in 
respect to the owner-driver as well as the 
car! 

Therefore it is seen by many that the 
time is right to cater more discerningly for 
the older cars. The two afore-mentioned 
bodies and our Club have stated their 
intention to work together to strengthen 
our common ties and to avoid any per- 
ception of elitism and over-saturation of 
events. 


Happy Motoring, 
Peter Cox 
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Around the Branches 
Vic. 


Annual Concours d'Elegance, 
Whitefriars Park, Donvale, 
April 17th. 


Over the past few years the Victoria 
Branch has had the privilege of holding 
its Concours at a number of attractive 
venues, such as Yarra Yarra Golf Club 
and Burnham Beeches Country House. 
The ever increasing size of this, the 
Branch’s major motoring event, makes 
the choice of venue most difficult for a 
number of reasons. It was therefore a 
great relief when Whitefriars Park was 
offered as the Concours venue. 

Whitefriars Park was built by the Car- 
melites, one of the oldest religious orders 
in the world, and the development of the 
park and its associated land dates from 
1937. Today there are still Carmelites 
living at Whitefriars Park, occupying 
what is known as the Community Wing. 

The attendance at this year’s Con- 
cours was a most impressive 102 cars, 
exceeding last year’s attendance by 2. It 
is worth pointing out that it is only in the 
relatively recent past that 102 cars would 
have been an acceptable total at a 
Federal Rally. | for one was most im- 
pressed by this turnout and the Club can 
only benefit from events such as this. 

The Concours Dinner at the Tudor, 
Box Hill on Saturday evening was at- 
tended by a small but no less enthusistic 
group, with a most enjoyable evening 
being had by all. 

It is always very gratifying to see 
members from other Branches attending 
our Concours. These are acknowledged 
in the centre of this page. | trust they had 
an enjoyable day and we look forward to 
seeing them again in future years. We 
were also thrilled to see Roger Hadfield, 
from Canada, whom we first met with his 
wife Eleanor at our Ballarat Federal Rally 
in 1992 and who will be at the Federal 
Rally in Toowoomba. 

A few years ago comments were 
made regarding the number of pre-war 
cars at the Club's events. At this Con- 
cours we had 20 pre-war cars, including 
Keith Wherry’s 1911 Silver Ghost (1606), 
which is indeed a most impressive and 
attractive motor car. Keith and his father, 
John, set off after the Concours in what 
was by then pouring rain, to drive back to 
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Bentley Mk V/ standard steel saloons. The success of Rolls-Royce Ltd's re-entry into motor car 
manufacturing after World War II depended heavily on this model. They were not disappointed. 
After the initial arrivals, which conformed closely to their home market counterparts, Australian 
export cars began to receive such innovations as oil-bath air filters and twin Lucas foglamps in 
lieu of the standard centre lamp. The home market bumpers were also considered inadequate 
here, so the much larger flat type seen in the John Edgar's 1950 car (B105FU, right) began to 
appear on cars for Australia. Later in 1950, the more rounded heavy export type bumpers 
became the standard export bumper design. These are seen on Don Peel's 1952 model 
(B120PV, left). The survival rate of these fine cars puts even their nearest rivals in the shade. 


Sydney in 1606. What dedication! 

There was within the 102 cars a vast 
array of exhaust pipes, engines and 
chassis to look at including rarely seen 
models like lan Tonkin's 1967 Phantom V 
H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward limousine 
(5VF155) and Robert McDermott's 1971 
Bentley Corniche Convertible 
(DBH10509) — and of course the Overall 
Winner, George Forbes’s 1926 20 h.p. 
(GOK74). 

Thanks are due to the judges, led by 
Chief Judge Russell Rolls, who gave of 
their time and energy to carry out the 
important and sometimes difficult task of 


From Inter-State and Overseas: 


Tom & Georgia BARAMILIS (N.S.W.) 
Kent DAVIS (N.S.W.) 
Roger HADFIELD (Canada) 
Malcolm JOHNS (N.S.W.) 
Laurie & Corralie OGLE (N.S.W.) 


Michael PALLIER (N.S.W.) 
lvan PEARSON (Tasmania) 
Joe QUATTROCCHI (N.S.W.) 
Keith WHERRY & his father, John (N.S.W.) 


Apologies were received from 
Martin Bennett — we missed you! 


Vintage tourers. On the left is the Overall Winner of the Concours d'Elegance, 1926 20h.p. Roger 
Fry skiff (@OK74) owned by George Forbes and, on the right, 1923 Silver Ghost Waring Bros 
tourer (97LK). These cars featured on the front covers of our last two issues of PRAECLARUM 
and both have been owned by their current custodians since the mid-1960s. 


deciding which cars are worthy of an 
award. 

The Concours luncheon was a great 
success and our thanks must go to the 
Whitefriars staff, Glen and Rita, who 
provided a most delightful luncheon for 
around 100 of the Concours participants. 

The success of this Concours was 
due inno small measure to the hard work 
of a number of people. Thanks are par- 
ticularly due to Jeff Knott and the staff of 
Whitefriars who worked hard to ensure 
the event was the success it undoubtedly 
was. | hope all members had an enjoy- 
able day and | look forward to the time 
when the Branch can return to 
Whitefriars Park for another Club event. 


Graham Cornish 


Photographs by Graham Cornish 


Chee 


Whittaker's 1981 Silver Spirit (ASBO2708). 


Moaern saloons. Robert Ward's 1984 Silver Spirit (ASE10093) and Roy 
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Pre-war small horsepower cars. On the left is Frank Italiano’s 1928 20 h.p Martin & King saloon 
(GTM10) and on the right, Gilbert Ralph's 1936 20/25 H.J.Mulliner saloon (GTK20) — one of the 
final two dozen of that model built. Note GTM 10's early enamel Victorian number plate, while Gil 
perhaps believes that a front number plate would compromise the lovely lines of his car! 


More small horsepower cars. 1923 20 h.p. Supreme coupé (76A7) and 
1933 20/25 Thrupp & Maberly sports saloon (GWX20), both owned by 
David & Christine MacArthur. 


Judges. From left to right these are: Graham Cornish, Paul Stokes, Russell Rolls, Geoff Down (Branch President) and Eric 


Hayman. Behind is Richard Knight's 1923 Silver Ghost (97LK). 


4. 
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Rolls-Royce contrasts. Both readily recog 
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al observer in the street as as Rolls- Royce cars, “yet 


how different they are from each other! Leo Hawkins’ 1969 Silver Shadow (SRH6847) displays the finely proportioned, 
clean lines of that model, while the 1933 Phantom I! Hooper landaulette (148MY), owned by George Forbes and Terry 
Bruce, speaks of a bygone age when the wealthy expected even the most whimsical of requirements to be satisfied. 


S.A. 
Breakfast Run, April 17th 


On Sunday morning, April 17, seven- 
teen Proper Motor Cars with Club 
members and friends met at the 
Churnside Council Chambers car park at 
Tusmore at about half past seven. 

Some half an hour later we moved off, 
headed for the Adelaide Hills and 
beyond. The Carrolls had been kind 
enough to transport me to our starting 
point in their Silver Shadow but there | 
transferred into Nigel Scott’s open 
Twenty. The weather was on the cool 
side and the open air motoring was 
exhilarating in the sprightly roadster. Up 
the Greenhill Road we went and on 
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through Summertown, Uraidla, Lobethal, 
Gumeracha, the car relishing the curving 
Hills roads. Then it was fairly level along 
nearly straight stretches through Forres- 
ton, Williamstown and on to the 
Wheatsheaf Inn Restaurant on the out- 
skirts of Gawler just past Sandy Creek. 
On arriving at the Wheatsheaf we en- 
joyed some twenty minutes of yarning 
outside the pretty little building, partaking 
of heart-starting glasses of champagne. 
After settling inside for breakfast Federal 
President Peter Cox exercised Federal 
authority to quieten us down so that 
Branch President David Heuzenroeder 
could welcome members and guests in 
his customary cheerful manner. Espe- 
cially welcomed were membership 
applicants Henry Slater (Silver Shadow) 


and Trevor Woods (Corniche drophead). 

The Wheatsheaf Inn was established 
in 1849 and, it seems, operated as an 
hotel until 1905. It was licensed as such 
from 1859 until 1873 but apparently 
traded “informally” for its first decade and 
its last 32 years. It was renowned for the 
“sugar beer” brewed on the premises. 

Everyone appeared to thoroughly 
enjoy their brekkies, especially the 
wholesome contributions made by the 
obliging nearby Heuzenroeder chooks. 
All too soon our breakfast outing was 
over. Lee Rhodda and Kay Leverett kind- 
ly transported me back to the Bay area 
in the Mk VI. 


John Bull, 
Editor, S.A. Branch Newsletter 


kw 


2378 


H.J Mulliner really excelled with these early post-war razor-edge saloons and touring limousines. This is a 1949 Silver 


PRAECLARVM 


Wraith (WDC43) owned by Henry & Joy Green. Compare it with WGC3 in PRAECLARUM 2-94, p.2357 


The 1994 


New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club 


“God’s Own Country” is a term that has 
been generously applied to a multiplicity 
of locations throughout the world. How- 
ever, New Zealand must surely be one of 
the most apt recipients of the term. 

An easy 24 hours flight from Sydney 
and an overnight sojoum in one of the 
multifarious forms of accommodation in 
Christchurch began our pleasurable jour- 
ney to the 1994 New Zealand Rolls-Royce 
& Bentley Club National Rally. Heather 
and I chose the Christchurch City 
Travelodge (seen in the April edition of 
Business Traveller) and were pleased with 
the generous size of the rooms, providing 
a strong contrast to the rooms we ex- 
perienced in 4-star hotels in London and 
Crewe on our quick two-week trip which 
ended just 48 hours before this Rally. 

Mother Nature had vented her spleen 
on the “Canterbury Region” around 
Christchurch and had thrashed all in her 
path. Whether it was to discipline or mere- 


National Rally 
by Bernard Pryor (N.S.W.) 


ly remind one of her presence one will 
never be sure. Autumnal-toned pin oak and 
horse chestnut leaves were scattered over 
the lush lawns along the Avon River and 
at times formed steep piles so large that 
one’s path was blocked. 

The newspaper stated that it was “one 
of the coldest day’s in Christchurch his- 
tory” and it was amusing to watch cars’ 
exhausts sending out frequent puffs of con- 
densation as if they were naughty 
schoolboys smoking behind the shrubbery. 

However, undaunted, we arose the next 
day to travel 22 hours north in our hire car 
to the Kaikoura Coast, an area fabled for 
its beauty, pristine landscape, gardens and 
whale-watching opportunities. We were 
exhilarated that the day was calm, with sun 
blanketing the mountain ranges and the 
Canterbury Plains to our destination. 

Kaikoura is breathtaking. The village, 
set on the shores of a large bay, is hemmed 
in immediately to the west by a series of 


snow-capped mountains. Instead of golden 
sands as we expected, the beach is com- 
posed of small dove-grey glacial pebbles 
which reflect the sunlight so that the sea is 
iridescent in variant hues of aquamarine 
and ultramarine. This is a destination to put 
on your “must visit” list. 

The White Morph Motor Inn provided 
modern, spotless accommodation and very 
worthy cuisine for the first evening get- 
together of the Rally and, as per usual, tal] 
stories grew taller. While Ken White, the 
National Membership Registrar, proved to 
be a wit and a wag and regaled us with 
jocular, sardonic tales from bygone days, 
Ken Hogg described his extensive collec- 
tion of diverse vehicles (worthy of a small 
museum) and his exploits in inventing a 
new electric fuel pump to replace S.U. 
pumps, and Chris Barnett outlined the his- 
tory of his 1985 Silver Spirit which was 
onced owned by the infamous Christopher 
Skase. 
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A crisp morning saw the usual frenetic 
washings as the 19 cars competing in the 
Concours d’Elegance became multi- 
coloured diamonds in the sunlight. A little 
later, while the judges began assessing the 
competitors’ vehicles, the other Rally par- 
ticipants went touring, craft shopping, 
gallery browsing or whale watching. 
There was a preponderance of Rolls- 
Royce cars over Bentleys at the Rally, the 
Bentley marque being represented only by 
5 R-types and an S3. The cars ranged from 
early 20/25s (Alan Shaw, George Wright) 
to Chris Barnett’s 1985 Silver Spirit, 
which won the Trophy for Overall Con- 
cours d’Elegance winner, having won the 
Trophy before in 1992 and Best Post-War 
Rolls-Royce in 1993. 

Some amusing individualised number 
plates were to be observed on Silver 
Shadows, including “ER II”, “JEEVES” 
and “AVON”, 

George Wright’s 1931 20/25 (GSR11) 
with Maythorne & Sons coachwork was 
redolent of my late father-in-law’s car by 
its paintwork colours of deep blue and 
black, but varied by having a small (8" x 
10") skylight and two occasional seats 
which folded out of a burr walnut panel 
which in turn folded from behind the backs 
of the front seats down onto the carpet. 

Southern Regional Chairman Henry 
Green’s burgundy 1949 Silver Wraith 
(WDC43), a Mulliner saloon with 
division, sparkled with others amongst the 
assembled limousines with superbly main- 
tained paintwork and chrome. Similarly, 
the winning 1985 Silver Spirit 
(ASF13854) was incandescent in Bal- 
moral Green with a subtle metallic sheen. 
Chris had polished his beauty three times 
the week before (!! — Ed.) and had ob- 
viously pampered it with devoted attention 
over his seven years of ownership as the 
Parchment coloured upholstery and other 
interior details were flawless. 

Most interesting was the only Phantom 
II (3CMS57, owned by Bruce McIlroy) in 
New Zealand, which had just had the en- 
gine completely rebuilt by the owner and 
which purred to perfection on the instant 
of every starting. Bruce had been scouring 
the world to find tools for the car’s tool- 
tray and had only one small spanner to 
locate for final completion. This vice-regal 
Hooper sports saloon had unusual burr 
walnut sliding covers over the vanity mir- 
rors and a diminutive clock and radio dial 
set in front of the rear seat passengers 
instead of the more usual large console of 
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George Wright's 20/25 (GSR11). The 6-light, seven-passenger saloon coach 


Maythorn & Son. This Bedfordshire firm was owned by Hooper but traded separately until 1931, 


when this chassis was built and bodied. 


radio speakers or drinks cabinet. 

The New Zealand folk are particularly 
friendly and welcoming and organised a 
diverse variety of activities from which to 
select throughout the afternoon. However, 
these only took place after one supped at 
an elegant buffet which included venison, 
blue-nose fish and mussels — all local 
products. The location was the lovely 
home of Rally organiser Gene Eyre. She 
and her husband Phil chose as the site for 
their home and guest house “Long Creek”, 
113 acres at the foot of the snow-clad 
mountains, just three miles from Kaikoura. 
Their well-kept garden was resplendent in 


alpine and cold weather plants featuring 
rhododendrons among dozens of other 
most unusual forms, most especially the 
green lavender Lavandula Viridalis, 
Kaffir Lilies, /ris Unguicularis, Mt Cook 
daisies and a large variety of herbs to satis- 
fy any whim of culinary fancy. It was a 
horticulturist’s delight. 

At this venue, National Chairman Peter 
Hill conducted an effective, efficient and 
warm Annual General Meeting. What a 
contrast it seemed to the formality of 
Australian meetings, when we all relaxed 
on garden chairs in the sunshine amid the 
lovely flora for the half hour meeting. 


Though we associate the Bentley Mk Vi and A-type with standard steel coachwork, some 16% 
of them carried coachbuilt bodies. The Brentfield Road, Willesden (west London) firm of 
Freestone & Webb was the smallest of the five major coachbuilders still in business after World 
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War Il, building handsome coachwork like that on Bill & Jan McDonald's 1953 R-type (B94SR). 
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1937 Hooper saloon with division (3CM57). 


Kaikoura’s newly built Fyffe Gallery 
Restaurant, created from recycled 
materials, hosted the Saturday formal din- 
ner. A large dining hall with an open log 
fire was graced by several beautiful felines 
in various recumbent positions, which 
purred from probable gluttony and con- 
tentment. We had the pleasure of sitting 
with Ken White again and the very elegant 
and charming Mollie & John Simmonds of 
Auckland, with whom we swapped anec- 
dotes of overseas jaunts and current 
escapades. It was a fun table. 

Patron and founder of the National 
Club, Roger Lloyd, made a fluent speech 
during which he congratulated the member 
who had worked most diligently 
throughout the year (Gene Eyre) and those 
who had travelled the furthest to the Rally 
(Heather and I), as well as announcing two 
wedding anniversaries. He heightened the 
anticipation of the judging results by in- 
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The only Phantom Ill in New Zealand, Bruce & Philomena Mclilroy's 
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forming us that three more cars were to be 
judged early the following morning and 
that all announcements would be withheld 
until the Sunday event. 

Magical, cloud-free weather and 60 km 
north of Kaikoura along the majestically 
scenic Highway | brought the Sunday con- 
voy to the Winterholme Gardens. Here, 
amidst 2,500 acres of farmland on a head- 
land, the owners had landscaped a sunken 
rose garden, tennis court, lawn bowls rink, 
two fountain vistas edged by box and 
lavender hedges, a rain forest garden, 
espaliered fruit trees and an avocado or- 
chard. It was quite superb. 

At this lovely venue, after a picnic 
lunch, Roger Lloyd was obviously 
delighted to present the Concours awards. 
The Overall Winner (Chris Barnett) 
received the only trophy — a magnificent 
carved wooden piece with the Winged-‘B’ 
and Spirit of Ecstasy at opposing ends. All 


3CM57: behind the division is a radio cabinet incorporating a clock. 
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other winners were presented with attrac- 
tive certificates. 

Famous for its freshly caught, delec- 
table crayfish, Kaikoura was a splendid 
venue for a very pleasurable, friendly 
Rally. 

I sincerely wish to encourage 
Australian R.R.O.C. members to consider 
attending the 1995 National Rally of our 
close friends and neighbours in New 
Zealand. It will be held on the North Island 
this time and one certainly does not need 
to take one’s P.M.C. along, nor do you 
need to be a member of the N.Z.R.R. & 
B.C. to attend their Rallies. I can guarantee 
that you will receive a warm, enthusiastic 
welcome along with scenic beauty, delec- 
table foods to tempt any palate and cars 
worthy of any Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
enthusiast. ra 


Photographs by the Author 


The 1994 N.Z.R.R. & B.C. Concours Overall Winner, Christopher & Helen Barnett's superbly maintained 1985 Silver Spirit 


(ASF 13854). 
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Bentley “Concept Java", unveiled at the Geneva Motor Show on March 8th. The specification includes a 


Cosworth-designed 3.5 litre twin-turbo V-8 engine and a five-speed automatic transmission. 


Continuing the Unbroken Line of Excellence 


In PRAECLARUM 5-93 the then newly 
introduced 1994 models and their new 
features were described and illustrated. 
This article is intended to enlarge on that 
and provide some insight into the 
Company's aims and aspirations for the 
future. 

After two years of recession and dis- 
astrous sales figures which prompted 
groundless press speculation that Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd was ripe for foreign 
takeover, retail sales for 1993 exceeded the 
break-even figure. The Company is now 
leaving the recession behind and moving 
into a new era of profitability. New 
markets are being opened up in the Far 
East, South America and Eastern Europe, 
while additions to the model range such as 
the Bentley Continental R have proved 
every bit as successful as the Company 
predicted — and needed — them to be. 
The unveiling of the Bentley “Concept 
Java” (of which more anon) at the Geneva 
Motor Show in March provided ample tes- 
timony to the Company’s complete 
confidence in its future as the world’s only 
totally focused luxury car maker and the 
manufacturer of ‘“‘The Best Car in the 
World”. 

The unique driving experience offered 
by each of today’s Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models, from the “basic” Silver 


by Martin Bennett 


Spirit II and Brooklands, through the 
classic Corniche IV and Continental con- 
vertibles to the exhilarating Turbo R and 
Continental R, has never been matched — 
much less bettered — by any of their 
would-be rivals. After a distinguished 90 
year history Rolls-Royce has clearly not 
been toppled from its position at the very 
pinnacle of the motoring pyramid. 

To quote Michael Donovan, Managing 
Director - Commercial, “The development 
of our motor cars is a process of constant 
evolution and improvement, blending ad- 
vancing technology with proven lasting 
values. Today’s Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars will do the same as we continue 
to identify and apply enhancements and 
exceptional innovation. 

“We are not content just to have the 
finest range of motor cars in the world 
now. We want to know that we will still 
have the finest range in 10, 20 and 50 years 
time. We are investing in our current 
models to ensure that we give today’s dis- 
cerning buyers the value they seek in our 
motor cars, but we are also investing in a 
dynamic and ambitious future. Concept 
Java demonstrates our commitment to this 
process.” 


Mulliner Park Ward today 
The Mulliner Park Ward Division has 


reported substantial progress since their 
bespoke design service was launched in 
June last year. This department, part of the 
Crewe factory complex, was previously 
known as the “Special Features Depart- 
ment” and is responsible for fulfilling 
customer orders for special interior fea- 
tures, each of which is individually hand 
crafted. Exterior modifications are also 
feasible, provided they do not compromise 
mechanical integrity and comply with 
safety legislation. Of 140 enquiries 
received from around the world since the 
middle of last year, a third have been trans- 
lated into firm orders. 

In September 1993 a special version of 
the Silver Spur II] was exhibited on the 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd stand at the 
Frankfurt Motor Show. This car offered a 
highly functional business environment 
incorporating a lap-top computer, 
facsimile machine, video player with two 
8 cm x 6 cm colour screens built into the 
backs of the front seat headrests, detach- 
able walnut veneer briefcase, refrigerated 
drinks compartment and two cellular 
telephones (“Will you hold, please? Sir is 
on the other ’phone”). Included among 
Mulliner Park Ward’s current customer 
projects are a duplicate of this car and a 
long wheelbase Bentley Turbo R with a 
division. 
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The Corniche and Continental convertibles, the body style of which was first introduced in 1967, 
have aged very gracefully indeed and the current technical specification is extremely advanced. 
Perhaps when Concept Java goes into production it will finally spell the end for these magnificent 
coachbuilt cars. 


Why “Java”? 

There is a tradition at Rolls-Royce of using far eastern place names as 
code-names for experimental and prototype cars. The experimental Silver 
Cloud/S Series cars, for example, were called “Siam”, the Silver Shadow was 
“Tibet” and the Bentley Continental R was, and still is within the factory, called 
“Nepal”. There has been a “Java” before. This was in the early 1960s when 
Rolls-Royce and the British Motor Corporation were collaborating with a view to 
producing a lower priced Bentley car using BMC body shells and mechanical 
components (except for the engine which was to be a Rolls-Royce 4 litre F-60 
unit) with the interior trimmed and finished to Rolls-Royce standards. The car 
was code-named “Java” and actually reached the running prototype car stage. 
in the event Rolls-Royce withdrew from the project but agreed to supply the 
engines to BMC, who wenton to produce a similar car, the Vanden Plas Princess 
4-Litre R. For those who are interested in this and other fascinating prototype 
cars and experimental projects, lan Rimmer’s book Aolls-Royce & Bentley 
Experimental Cars (R.R.E.C. Publishing, 1986) is strongly recommended. 


The Silver Spur Ill — the long wheelbase version of the current Rolls-Royce four-door saloon. In 
the background is Castle Ashby, the site of several R.R.E.C. Annual Rallies. 
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The features which can be incorporated 
include veneers inlaid with personal 
designs such as family crest, monogram or 
corporate logo. The number of customer 
enquiries confirms a continuing and 
developing market for individually crafted 
interiors for owners wishing to reflect their 
own personality in their Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley motor car. Mulliner Park Ward 
clients are welcome to inspect the progress 
of their motor cars at any stage, so that they 
are able to discuss their exact requirements 
with the actual craftsmen responsible. 

The body shells for the Corniche IV and 
Bentley Continental convertible models 
are still built at the former Mulliner Park 
Ward workshops in Hythe Road, Willes- 
den, West London — now known as 
“H.J.Mulliner Coachworks”. These are 
transported to Crewe where they are 
mounted on the front and rear sub-frames 
which support the engine, drive-train and 
suspension, then fed into the production 
lines for painting, trimming and finishing. 
A special department makes and fits the 
sophisticated hood and its associated 
mechanism. Hythe Road also extends and 
modifies standard Silver Spur body shells 
to produce the Rolls-Royce Limousine. 

Over the last few years the Company 
has shown itself increasingly ready to 
deliver on some very unusual orders, in- 
cluding for example a recent one for a 
hatch-back version of the Bentley 
Continental R. 


Concept Java 


Every now and again the Company 
gives us a tantalising glimpse of what the 
future holds. Remember “Project 90”, 
which was exhibited at Geneva in 1985? 
This time around, with Concept Java, the 
Company has been much more forthright 
and revealed many more details including 
projected performance figures. The 
impression this forms is that this new car 
is closer to becoming a reality on the 
showroom floor than Project 90 was in 
1985. At that time considerable numbers 
of customers sought to place orders for a 
car that in the event was six years away and 
which in any case evolved into a very 
different car by the time it eventually 
emerged as the now legendary Bentley 
Continental R. 

For some years the Company has been 
moving towards a divergence of the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley marques, with the 
attributes of each being fully developed 
and emphasised. The mindset that 
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produced the Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit 
and Bentley Mulsanne as identical cars but 
for radiator shells and badging is giving 
way to a spirit of allowing free rein to the 
essence and vitality of both marques, each 
complementing the other but neither 
trespassing on the other’s personality. In 
other words, in the future the Bentley will 
not, by and large, be a limousine while the 
Rolls-Royce will have no sporting preten- 
sions. Also, the Bentley of the future will 
probably be smaller than both the current 
Bentleys and the future Rolls-Royce car. 
This process of change has already begun 
and Concept Java points to further change 
along these lines in the future. 

Concept Java, which was unveiled at 
the Geneva Motor Show in March, 
promises to further enhance the sporting 
image of the Bentley marque. It is more 
compact and is powered by a much smaller 
engine than any current or recent Bentley 
car. 

Java, at this stage, is only a concept 
vehicle designed to gauge market reaction. 
However, work on the design has 
progressed to the extent that a suitable new 
engine has been identified and perform- 
ance figures calculated. These are 
impressive in anybody’s language — 0-60 
mph (0-96 km/h) in 5.6 seconds, 0-100 
mph (0-160 km/h) in 14.2 seconds and a 
top speed of 170 mph (273 km/h) 
electronically governed to 155 mph (249 
km/h), while being capable of achieving 
around 30 mpg fuel economy at a constant 
75 mph (120 km/h). 

The engine, which has been conceived 
in conjunction with Cosworth Engineer- 
ing, is a 3.5 litre, twin overhead camshaft, 
32-valve, twin turbo V-8. If all that sounds 
impressive, there is little doubt that it will 
be! Cosworth is sometimes described as a 
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This special Silver Spur WI by Mulliner Park Ward was exhibited at the 1993 Frankfurt Motor Show. 


Visible in this view are the lap-top computer, fax machine and one of two mobile telephones. 
There is a refrigerated compartment between the seat squabs (where the centre armrest would 
normally be) and colour video screens in the backs of the front seat headrests. An order was 


subsequently received for a duplicate of this car. 


subsidiary of Rolls-Royce. More accurate- 
ly, it is a member of the Vickers group of 
companies, of which Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd is the biggest member. This 
partnership enables Rolls-Royce to draw 
on the considerable Formula One, Indycar 
and other motor racing experience and 
successes of Cosworth. It will be the first 
completely new engine for a Bentley car 
since the earliest phase of the current V-8 
was introduced in 1959. 

Concept Java is a full four-seater (as 
opposed to a 2+2) compact Bentley coupé. 
With its coupé roof fitted it bears a close 
family resemblance to the much larger 
Continental R. With the roof removed it is 
a stylish convertible with completely dis- 
appearing power-operated hood. 

The styling is the result of collaboration 


between the Company’s in-house design 
team, led by Graham Hull, and Design 
Research Associates Limited of Warwick, 
whose design work covers all forms of 
transport — automotive, rail, air and 
water. DRA is led by Roy Axe who was 
Director of Automotive Design for Chrys- 
ler in the U.S. in the early 1980s. After his 
success at Chrysler Axe joined Rover in 
1982. He left Rover in 1991 to form 
Design Research Associates with former 
colleagues Les Wharton (Chairman) and 
Creative Directors Adrian Griffiths and 
Graham Lewis. The Java project began in 
mid-1992 when DRA received a brief 
from Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. The initial 
ideas of Axe and his team were accepted 
by the Company and it was decided to 
proceed to the next stage — the building 


With its carbon fibre coupé roof attached, Concept Java (left) displays an unmistakable family resemblance to the larger Continental R (right). 


a 
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Bentley Concept Java 
Proposed Specification 


* Full four-seat compact convertible with removable carbon fibre coupé roof 
and power-operated hood * Steel understructure with aluminium panels 

* 3.5 litre V-8 engine with 32 valves, double overhead camshafts and twin 
turbochargers * Electronic torque control * Five-speed, electronically 
controlled automatic transmission * Anti-skid control * Viscous limited slip 
differential * Self-levelling suspension * Computer controlled adaptive ride 
control (ARC) * Variable power assisted steering * 17 inch alloy wheels with 
low profile unidirectional tyres * Anti-locking (ABS) disc brakes * Driver and 
front passenger airbags * Side impact protection and safety seats * Pop-up 
rear head restraints for roll-over protection 


Dimensions: 
Length - 4,742 mm; width - 1,810 mm; height - 1,409 mm 


Anticipated performance: 


Top speed (governed) - 155 mph (249 km/h) 
Acceleration - 0-60 mph (96 km/h), 5.6 sec; 0-100 mph (160 km/h), 14.2 sec. 
Fuel consumption - @ 56 mph (90 km/h), 36 mpg; @ 75 mph (120 knvh), 29 mpg 


A mock-up of the Cosworth-designed engine, which will be a 3.5 litre, double overhead cam, 
twin-turbo V-8 with prodigious mid-range torque. Installed in the smaller Bentley cars of the 
future, this engine will be capable of delivering even better performance and markedly better 
fuel economy than today's Turbo models. 
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of full-size models. Axe recalls: “At this 
stage a great deal of discussion took place 
between the two companies about Bentley 
product values, and a key player was Chief 
Stylist Graham Hull, who has been steeped 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley ‘imagery’ for 
many years. obviously the Continental R, 
then recently introduced, was a major in- 
fluence, as was the customer and public 
reaction to it. There had never been a 
‘small’ Bentley before, so for this project 
to sit comfortably beside the Continental 
R, a full understanding of the values was 
essential.” 

The detachable roof presented its own 
particular problems. Rolls-Royce wanted 
to avoid the “planted on” effect of most 
detachable hard-tops and meticulous 
design work by DRA succeeded in giving 
it an integrated appearance. Carbon fibre 
was used for the roof, for lightness coupled 
with great strength. 

The interior is pure Bentley with the 
traditional ambience of rich leather and 
wood, exactly as a Bentley buyer would 
expect and demand. The full four-seater 
accommodation means just that, with seat- 
ing for four adults, good headroom and 
adequate rear seat legroom all successfully 
provided within the compact size, without 
compromising the feeling of luxury essen- 
tial in a Bentley car. 

Michael Donovan is enthusiastic about 
the possibilities for Concept Java and the 
development opportunities it presents for 
current vehicles: “Concept Java is a 
powerful demonstration of our confidence 
in, and understanding of, the future of the 
Bentley marque. It is also a key step in 
professional test marketing of possible 
motor cars for the future. 

“Part of the development process is also 
to gauge the reactions of the most impor- 
tant people to us — our customers. We 
view Concept Java as a logical addition to 
the Bentley range but we want, neverthe- 
less, to find out what potential owners 
think at this stage. The input we gain will 
be invaluable in terms of ultimately 
providing the best possible motor car from 
a stable where nothing but the best will 
do.” 


Return of the Flying Spur 


When the Bentley Mulsanne Turbo was 
introduced more than ten years ago it was 
made abundantly clear that that develop- 
ment was a part of the revival of the 
Bentley marque that was then gathering 
momentum. It was not intended that any 
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Rolls-Royce, as opposed to Bentley car, 
would have the benefit of turbocharging in 
the forseeable future. Since then, with the 
resurgence of the Bentley marque 
achieved to a degree that was unlikely to 
have been anticipated, we have seen the 
advent of the Turbo R and the spectacular, 
turbocharged Continental R. Until now, 
however, turbocharging has still been con- 
fined to Bentley models. 

Now all that has changed. Enter the 
Flying Spur. This new addition to the 
range was announced on May 20th, with 
most being sold within a few days of the 
announcement. 

Some may see this new model as mere- 
ly another permutation of existing bodies, 
engines and drive trains; a Silver Spur with 
a Bentley Turbo engine and drive train or 
a Bentley Turbo RL with a Rolls-Royce 
radiator, badges and interior details. 
Maybe so, but either way, it is the fastest 
and most powerful Rolls-Royce ever and 
exhibits genuinely distinct characteristics, 
providing a perfectly balanced blend of 
enhanced performance with true Rolls- 
Royce levels of refinement. 

The Flying Spur’s effortless 0-60 mph 
(0-96 km/h) acceleration figure of 7.0 
seconds is impressives by any standards, 
though a little slower than that of the latest 
version of the Bentley Turbo R, suggesting 
a Slightly milder turbo boost. As Michael 
Donovan pointed out, “It was essential that 
the enhanced performance was delivered 
while retaining the unmatched smooth- 
ness, silence and finesse of the unique 
Rolls-Royce driving experience. The 
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The Concept Java interior incorporates all the features demanded by today’s discerning Bentley 
owner. Some things, fortunately, never change and fragrant, top quality leather and polished 
burr walnut are used to create an atmosphere of sumptuous luxury. Though the car is 
considerably more compact than today's Bentleys, four adults can be accommodated in 
complete comfort. 


Why “Flying Spur”? 

The evocative name Flying Spur dates from 1957 when H.J. Mulliner & Co. 
introduced a new four-door saloon body style for the Bentley Continental 
chassis. Mulliners called this long, lean car the Flying Spur, after the clan crest 
of the Scottish ancestors of Managing Director H.T. Johnstone, which was a 


winged horseman’s spur. Until that time Rolls-Royce had resisted the idea of 
four-door coachwork for the Bentley Continental but in 1956 Car Division 
Managing Director Dr F. Llewellyn Smith gave the go-ahead for the sleek new 
car. The Flying Spur coachwork design, which was a singularly handsome one, 
was subsequently adapted for the S2 and S3 Continental chassis and a few were 
mounted on special Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III chassis. Today's Flying Spur is 
a high performance, turbocharged version of the Rolls-Royce Silver Spur saloon. 


The new Rolls-Royce Flying Spur saloon at speed. 


exquisite balance of power and refinement 
achieved by our engineers in the Rolls- 
Royce Flying Spur, has created a motor car 
which is the epitome of Rolls-Royce 
excellence and finesse. These are values 
clearly held dear by those owners for 
whom Rolls-Royce Flying Spur motor cars 
are currently being built”. 


Transient Boost kits 


In my article on the 1994 models in 
PRAECLARUM 5-93 I briefly explained 
the function of the Electronic Transient 
Boost Control system fitted to the 94 
Model Year Bentley Turbo models. Kits to 
retrospectively fit this system to earlier 
Turbo models have now been made avail- 
able. To reiterate, this system temporarily 
overrides the turbocharger’s normal max- 
imum boost when full load acceleration is 
required, effectively over-boosting the 
engine during the initial stages of heavy 
acceleration, such as when overtaking. I 
have been reliably informed that the 
difference this makes is quite astonishing! 

Enquire at York Motors or your local 
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Rolls-Royce & Bentley authorised service 
centre. 


The Company, present and future 


There is a strong commitment by the 
Company to invest in the development of 
its Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor car 
range in response to the needs of its cus- 
tomers. This year’s £30 million investment 
in major enhancements across the range 
including the redesigned, much more 
powerful engine, has significantly stim- 
ulated demand and sales have been 
especially encouraging. 

Surprisingly, perhaps, the Silver Spur LI 
is the model which attracts the highest 
number of new owners to the Company’s 
products around the world and is forecast 
to be the most successful model in 1994. 
44% of people buying a Rolls-Royce 
Silver Spur III have never owned a Rolls- 
Royce or Bentley motor car before. 

With new markets opening up around 
the world the future of the marques is 
secure. The introduction of the Flying Spur 
re-affirms the growing success of the 


PRACLARVM 


Rolls-Royce marque and demonstrates the 
Company’s confidence in its future and its 
commitment to developing the marque to 
meet the needs of a growing owner base. 

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd is the 
largest member of the Vickers PLC group 
of companies, which is based in the United 
Kingdom with around 9,400 employees 
world-wide and sales of £690 million in 
1993, 

Vickers’ principal activities are Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley motor cars, Riva power 
boats, Cosworth high-efficiency automo- 
tive engines, armoured fighting vehicles, 
marine propulsion systems, superalloys 
for the aerospace and automotive in- 
dustries, and medical equipment. 

For much of the information used in the 
preparation of this article I would like to 
record my sincere thanks to: 

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 

York Motors (Sales) Pty Ltd 

Design Research Associates Ltd ¥ 


Photographs courtesy of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Lid 


The Silver Ghosts of Australia 


It is now known to many Australian past and 
present Silver Ghost owners that | am trying to 
gather together for publication as much as pos- 
sible of the history of the early Silver Ghosts 
which at one time or another came to Australian 


homes. 


! have gathered some remarkable material 
but feel sure that amongst the membership 
there will be people who may be able to provide 
information or photographs which deserve to be 


published. 


Whilst | have written to many owners of 
Ghosts, the task is far from complete. The files 
now occupy four folders, being the result of 25 
years of research and note-taking. | have infor- 
mation on many Ghosts, but original 
photographs are scarce. By hard work, more 
than 40 have now come to light. 

Maybe someone has a photograph or two 
which are unidentified but which possibly show 
an Australian Silver Ghost. | have Registration 
records from New South Wales, Victoria, 
Queensland and South Australia covering the 


from lan Irwin (A.C. T.) 


Similarly, | am anxious to locate any 
Australian media reports on Silver Ghosts, old 
sales material, coachbuilders’ brochures relat- 
ing to the model, original journal or newspaper 
advertisements, anecdotes about the histories 


of particular cars and anything in general relat- 


ing to Australian-owned Silver Ghosts. 

These materials will come together in a 
quality publication. Whilst no target date can yet 
be set, The Silver Ghosts of Australia is shaping 


up to become a most worthy publication in any 


years 1911 to the 1920s, and these could help 


identify these cars. 


Rolls-Royce library. 

With the full support of the A.C.T. Branch of 
the R.R.O.C. of Australia | am seeking to hear 
from members who may possibly have some- 
thing to contribute, no matter how small or 
seemingly insignificant. Every little snippet will 
be treasured, and hopefully it won't be too long 
before publication. 

Members can contact me on (06) 281 6925 
at home, (06) 205 8120 at work, or by FAX on 
(06) 207 2702. Postal address: P.O. Box 88, 
Garran, A.C.T. 2605. 


lan L. Irwin, OAM 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1935 Bentley 31% Litre (B46DG) Park Ward 
sports saloon. Ivory with excellent original tan 
hide. Engine rebuilt by ourselves at substan- 
tial cost. $75,000. 

R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1938 Bentley 414 Litre (B42MR) Vanden Plas 
Cabriolet. 1938 Earls Court Show car - see 
Green p.223 and Ellman-Brown pp.116 & 
136. Negligible miles since complete restora- 
tion. Finished in original colours of chestnut 
and gold with beige Connolly leather. Electric 
rear blind, full tool kit. Very rare opportunity to 
obtain an open overdrive Derby Bentley in 
concours condition. Car located in Pennsyl- 
vania, U.S.A. $4340,000 o.n.o. Murray Dewar 
03-596-5061 (‘Phone & FAX) 


1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67) Hooper touring 
limousine. Lovely original car. Sound 
mechanical condition, needs some cosmetic 
work. $40,000 o.n.o. David Crichton 
0Q60-26-2278 


1952 Silver Dawn (SFC72) Short-boot saloon. 
Two-tone silver/grey with unmarked maroon 
leather upholstery. Approx. 147,000 miles 
since new and 11,000 miles since extensive 
mechanical overhaul by York Motors. Same 
owner last 22 years. Can be seen Blakehurst, 
N.S.W. $45,000. Pedr Davis 02-546-5521 (w) 
02-547-1900 (h) or FAX 02-547-2061 


INFORMATION: Classified ads must be 
factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Cars For Sale 


1953 Silver Dawn (SNF71) Long-boot saloon 
(ex-late Roger Johnston). Automatic, 85,500 
miles. $59,950, offers considered. Gordon 
Johnston 02-489-6576 (h) 


1954 Silver Dawn (SVJ45) Long-boot saloon. 
Silver with red upholstery. Automatic, 
133,000 miles. Excellent condition. $45,000. 
Doug Bodley 02-489-3661 


1958 Bentley S1 (ALB4) Long wheelbase 
saloon with division. Believed unique in 
Australia. Only 23 built. Unused for 18 years. 
Now recommissioned for the road with new 
brakes etc. Mechanically very good. Body is 
rusty and paint is poor but no rust in chassis. 
Original upholstery in very good condition. 
$30,000. Robert McDermott 03-428-8844 


1966 Silver Shadow (SRH1222) dark blue, 
under 70,000 miles, good condition. Current 
roadworthy certificate by Austral Motors. 
Deceased estate. $25,000. Jim Noble, 
National Australia Trustees, GPO Box 2524, 
Brisbane 4001. 07-234-5533 


1966 Bentley T Series (SBH1187) Masons 
Black with scarlet hide. Reconditioned en- 
gine. Rare model. $29,950. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1971 Silver Shadow (SRH10966) Shell Grey. 
Dark blue upholstery and woodwork both 
excellent. York Motors delivery. Second 
owner eight years. Original and complete. 
46,000 miles. N.S.W. registration number 
267. $31,000. Ashley Hunter 02-489-297 1 


1971 Corniche Convertible (DRH11208) 
Porcelain White with black hide. Long Mel- 
bourne history. Substantially refurbished by 
ourselves. $99,950. 

R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


1973 Silver Shadow (SRH16549) Regency 
Bronze, resprayed by Bruce R. Ross Pty Ltd 
May ‘89. Interior immaculate, original 
sheepskin rugs. Original p.b. radio in place, 
Sanyo radio/cassette player installed, original 
8-track tape player held. Dual petrol/LPG fuel 
system means about 40-55% saving in fuel 
cost. Original handbook and toolkit. $51,276 
(fully documented) spent on maintenance 
and improvements since August 1988, in- 
cluding new windscreen and seal in Nov. '93. 
$50,000 neg. John Edwards 043-68-2440 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Black & white prints 
normally reproduce best but good colour 
prints are acceptable. Please do not send 
negatives or transparencies. 

DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's license number and comply with 
all other statutory requirements relating to 
their advertising. 


Cars For Sale 


1974 Silver Shadow (SRH17389) Cardinal 
Red with beige hide. Melbourne delivery with 
full service history from new. One of nine 
Silver Shadows and Silver Shadow IIs in stock 
at the time of writing. $42,950. 
R.A.McDermott & Co. LMCT 4141. 
03-428-8844 or FAX 03-428-0190 


Cars Wanted 


1956 Silver Cloud. Any condition but must be 
complete. John Budden, P.O. Box 178, Laksi, 
Bangkok 10210, Thailand. 


Parts For Sale 


Pacific Northwest Region of the R.R.O.C. inc. 
announces a Derby Bentley replica tool 
project. The replica tools are seven open-end 
spanners included in all Derby tool kits. They 
are offered as concours ornaments cast in 
iron and plated with proper markings. As a 
companion item the Region also offers an 
authentic tool roli custom made in first quality 
belting leather with nickel plated rivets and 
proper tooling. Prices of either item is 
$US150.00 plus $US13.25 for insured sur- 
face postage. For air shipment, $US27.00 for 
the tools and $US28.75 for the roll. Immediate 
delivery. To order or for information, call Noel 
Cook 1-206-232-6413 (h) 1-206-443-9424 (w) 
or FAX 1-206-443-1018. Cheques payable to 
‘PNR-RROC' to Noel, 2323 Third Avenue, 
Seattle, WA 98121, U.S.A. 


‘Coachwork by Mulliner Park Ward’ door sill 
builder's plates, pair, suit late Corniche, 
Bentley Continental or Phantom VI. $120. 
Martin Bennett 048-29-7 140 (‘Phone & FAX) 


Bentley Mk VI 41% litre engine complete with 
manifold and carburetters. Running quietly 
when removed. $4,000. Mike Hubert 
07-393-3779 or 018-72-7145 


COST: Ads are free to members who do 
not regularly deal in sales or service of 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members 
are charged $15.00 for a non-commercial 
ad of reasonable length. Photographs may 
be included free of charge to members, 
$15.00 for others. Cheques made payable 
to R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Shadow rear compartment footrests, 
pair, beige carpet. $50. 06-288-2238 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for my Phantom I! (143RY) sedanca 
de ville by Barker: accessories for rear vanity 
compartments — ‘Barker’ bakelite cigarette 
lighter, small rectangular bevelled mirror 
(hand held) and note pad. All of the above fit 
pockets in the near- and off-side vanity com- 
partments. Also any original tools for Phan- 
tom |! — will swap for original tools from 
Phantom |. Darren Overend 03-592-5475 or 
018-37-0773 or FAX 03-525-3943 


Wanted: complete set of small tools to suit 
Silver Cloud It tool-tray. Also one pair semi- 
sealed beam headlamps for same, new if 
possible. Allan Simpson 02-546-2159 (w) 
02-570-1005 (h) 


Wanted: Silver Ghost gearbox front mounting 
bracket. Stan Nash 075-30-2826 


Wanted: Silver Wraith crown wheel and pinion 
or complete differential centre. Julian Walter 
09-385-1024 or 018-91-3914 


The Finest Covers for the World’s Best Motor Cars 


From $179, one of our high-quality tailored dust-covers will protect your 


Parts Stolen 


Stolen. Set of vintage Silver Ghostinstruments 
including Lucas switchbox (less front cover), 
80 mph AT speedometer, fuel and oil gauges, 
(black faced, brass rims), Weston ammeter 
(white faced), starting carburetter control, 
Klaxon horn button and ‘chinaman's hat’ 
instrument lights. Substantial reward for infor- 
mation leading to the return of these parts. 
Robert McDermott 03-428-8844 or FAX 
03-428-0190 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring = OE — Inner hub plate 


BENS. 


Spanner 


T) Hub 


~SAir valve 
extension 


Curved 
air valve 


c 4 a 
Spanner - Air lock assembly 


All you need to fitnew * Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your 3 eee. 
Pre-WWII Classic. ¢ Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax * Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


° Bugatti 
LMARR DISK,LTD 


° Delage 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
a are 


Services 


Mechanical work for Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars. Overdrive and power steering 
units supplied and fitted. Also new electric 
cruise control units for Silver Cloud/S Series, 
Silver Wraith/Dawn, Mk VI/R-type. Just in time 
for the next Federal Rally. TK Motors, 43 
Chard Road, Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 
*Phone 02-905-3507 or FAX 02-905-0260 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at 
our quiet, discrete residence on 11 acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 pp three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


Silver Ghost Pistons 


HIGH QUALITY * HIGH COMPRESSION 


Highest quality materials using modern technology 
* Exceptionally long life 

* Total absence of noise 

* Complete oil control 


* Enormous increase in performance & smoothness 
* Fully balanced sets in a full range of oversizes 
PRICE: $2,520.00 PER SET 


SILVER GHOST 


Beaded edgerims 


cherished Rolls-Royce, Bentley or other classic car. 

Each cover is tailor-made by hand to its own individual pattern from your 
choice of the finest quality super-fleece material or lightweight 100% cotton, 
to fit all models from Silver Ghosts to Silver Spirits. In fact, the closest thing 


At last! A top quality authentic rim made to exacting 
standards in correct thickness material of the highest 
quality. 

* All dimensions within 0.015" of original specification 

* Correct shape valve and balance weight holes 

* Full drilling and dimpling service to any pattern as 

required 

“ Trade enquiries welcome 

PRICE: $450.00 EACH 


R.A.McDermott & Co. 


420 Burnley Street, Richmond 3121 
Tel: (03) 428 8844 FAX: (03) 428 0190 


to a Saville Row suit for your motor car. 

We also tailor make lambswool over-rugs for your car's interior and boot, 
for that extra look and feel of luxury and to protect your original carpets. All 
colours available. Guaranteed highest quality. 


Australia-wide delivery and world-wide export. 


IONEER 
RUGS & COVERS 


Telephone (042) 67 1700; FAX (042) 67 1264 
Address correspondence to: P.O. Box 100, Bulli, N.S.W. 2516 
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RESTORATION BY R.A.McDERMOTT & Co. 
(1911 Silver Ghost Chassis No. 1606) 


IF YOU WANT THE BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration and component rebuilding to the highest standard. 
No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts for all models. 


R.A.M©Dermott&Co. 
420 Burnley Street, Richmond 3121 
Tel: (03) 428 8844 FAX: (03) 428 0190 


Insurance 


Veteran,vintage,classic and sports car owners — Keeping vehicles on Austrafian roads 


Laid-up cover or full comprehensive, quality 
insurance with Shannons might not cost as 
much as you think. 

Shannons recognise that enthusiasts take 
care of their vehicles and pass the savings on to 
you. Phone Shannons for a free quote now. 


FeatureS: Agreed value e Choice 

of repairer @ You keep the salvage up to 

1970 (modifieds up to 1960) e One windscreen 

or window glass replacement per year excess 

free ePersonal effects cover e Standard pre- 

1940 vehicles excess free @$5,000,000 legal 

liability e Prompt claims settlement e Australia 

wide service centres. 

Head Office, Victoria New South Wales South Australla Westem Australla Queansiand Northern Territory 
321 Warrigal Road, 48 Sailors Ba ee 6/212 Brighton Road, Suite 1, 4 Canning Road, P.O. Box 485, 9259 Bagot Road, 

Cheltenham, Vic., 3192 Northbridge, N. 2063 Somerton Park, S.A..5044 = Kalamunda, W.A., 6076 Moorooka, Qld., 4105 Coconut Grove, N.T., 0810 


Phone (03) 584 7266 Phone (a) a 7666 Phone Vy heaG 9000 Phone a 257 1269 Phone mt 892 2776 Phone (089) 85 2477 
Fax (03) 583 9475 Fax (02) 958 7841 Fax (08) 294 9995 Fax (09) 257 1289 Fax (07) 892 4319 Fax (089) 85 5583 


Veteran, Vintage, Classic, Sports and Modified Insurance Specialists 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now wrecking for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 


Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 


Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 


Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars we 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 


" : 
Now, The Yanks’ — Ge 


Best Kept Secret eA fi 
of 25 Years / ww 
| ‘a , 


Revealed!! 
“Jouy Handler's 


FOREIGN PARTS CONNECTION, INC. 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. (310) 473-7773 
Fax. (310) 479-1197 


World's most complete stock of used 
post-war (1946-1991) Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi- 
ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and personal 
service always. 
¢ Restorable and Turnkey RHD Rolls-Royce and 
Bentleys available. 
e UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Daily. 
¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


) 
[SPECIALISTS ASSOCIATION] 


—EE 


‘Phone: (09) 250 1400 
FAX: (09) 250 1404 


If you intend to own your masterpiece and drive 
it into the future, we have the solutions for you. 


NEW Overdrive Unit - specifically tailor-made 
for certain Rolls-Royce and Bentleys, will reduce 
engine wear, give quieter engine operation, 
delightfully higher cruising speeds and improve 
your fuel economy. 

NEW Power Steering Unit - the utmost in 
craftsmanship which makes even parking an 
effortless pleasure. 


Get out from under your Cloud! 


Phone (02) 905 3507 
’ 
|IMOTORS| 


43 Chard Road, Brookvale, NSW 2100 Fax (02) 905 0260 
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After thirty years at our Pennant Hills workshop, we have finally outgrown our current site and 
wish to announce our move to new premises. 


As of 16th May, 1994 our new workshop facility at 6 CHILVERS ROAD, THORNLEIGH will 
be fully operational. Our new premises is approximately three times the size of our former premises, 
and will allow us to readily accommodate our rapidly-expanding customer base. 


The move will be completed just two years after the untimely death of our founder, and my 
beloved father, BRUCE ROSS. We have worked hard to ensure that his longtime association with 
the marque remains, and the support of fellow Club members has ensured that this will be a 
continuing trend. 


Our new, fully-computerised spare parts inventory is at last operational and will provide faster 
access to our 13,000-plus individual stock lines. Our fully-qualified staff will happily assist you, 
and David Thomas can assist with any specific technical problem. 


Our telephone and fax numbers remain unchanged, as does our postal address and dedication to 
quality customer service. 


The small two-kilometre move does not equate with the quantum leap the new Chilvers Road 
facility will afford us. Certain now of our professional future, we have incorporated advanced 
equipment into the new premises, in addition to the hard-working team of professional tradesmen 
already engaged. This all warrants personal inspection, and a warm welcome is extended to Club 
members. 


Heather Pryor, 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


Bross CLASSIC PTY LIMITED 


A.C.N. 000 271643 M.V.R.1.C. Repairers Licence No. 44-004321-2 


¢ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists 


6 CHILVERS ROAD, THORNLEIGH, N.S.W. 2120 
P.O. BOX 83, PENNANT HILLS, N.S.W. 2120 
Tel: (02) 484-1239 or 484-4419 FAX: (02) 980-6592 


YOUR VEHICLE IS WORTH 
A LOT TO YOU 


BUT WHAT IS ITS REAL VALUE? 


It is a fact of public record that vehicles fully maintained in the tradition of 
Rolls-Royce command significantly higher prices than their counterparts which 
have been subject to neglect. 


It is also a fact of McMillan records that in the longer term, 
periodic furbishment is both less costly and of far shorter duration than the 
undertaking of a major restoration. 


Why not allow us the privilege of maximising the value of your 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car and at the same time furnish you with a vehicle 
of which you will be justifiably proud to own and drive? 


We provide obligation free quotations for the undertaking of replacement, repair 
and refurbishment to coachwork. 


* Concours detailing * Paintwork polishing and glazing 
* Upholstery repairs and re-colouring * Stainless steel polishing 
* Woodwork repairs and re-lacquering 


McMillan Prestige 


Car Repairs Pty Ltd 
25-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, 2046 


Telephone: (02) 7445111 Facsimile: (02) 744 5517 


Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 
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